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Mr. Lucas Chin, 
ActinG Curator, 
The Sarawak Museum, 
Kuching, 
Sarawak, 
E. Malaysia.

2nd August 1973

Dear Mr. Chin,

I found the second proof of Iban Augury, sent under your 
reference MU/678 of 25 July, waiting for me on my return from 
a sailing visit 4* Holland. I have made necessary corrections 
and return it herewith.

A few of the corrections should have been made to the 
typescript but the great majority are of type-setting errors. 
I have made only one addition as a brief footnote on page 6 
for which I think there will be room. I was worried that the 
botanists might take me to task for translating sabang by the 
very loose term 'proton'.

Yours sincerely,

I
f

A. J. N. Richards



CURATOR AND 

QOV1. RNMENT CTIINOLOOIST: 

Benedict Sandin

SARAWAK MUSEUM, 
KUCIUNG, 

SARAWAK.

Our ref: MU/678 25th July, 19730

Air. A. J. N. Richards, 
Centre of South Asian Studies, 
University of Cambridge, 
Laundress Lane, 
Cambridge CB2 1SD, 
England.

Dear Mr, Richards,

I forward herewith the 2nd proof of your article 
entitled "Iban augury" for your corrections, if any.

Please return the corrected proof to me at your 
earliest convenience.

(LUCAS CHIN), 
Ago Curator, 

Sarawak Museum.
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CURATOR AND 
GOVERNMENT ETHNOLOGIST: 

BENEDICT SANDIN

Our ref: MU/678

A

Mr. A. J. N. Richards, 
Centre of South Asian Studies, 
University of Cambridge, 
Laundress Lane, 
Cambridge CB2 1SD, 
England.

Dear Mr. Richards,

e" t voices of the other burongs who are S. B's sons-in-law. /His grade is also 
considered lower than the grades of otherr principal om birds as he is 

seranta or umang diau. Also that S. $'s on Aji married G's daughter 4 7 

and lived with the latter's family at a Te`maga Gelang. Tiang nyandih 
ý"'ý*

IC , "-should become tiang penyandih. Ngabas tebak means to visit the trays 
'P' where offerincs are placed and not to confirm the site. ? mci q. 10,
I I 1" ' A - - - 

IP'-1__-i

r., P. 3

l/ spiritual world while Ke alang is King of the material world birds. 
When Gawai Kenyalang is eld the statue of the Kenyalang Bird is carved 
so that it can be bles ed by the feast and be used ceremonially to 
welcome Aki Lang Sin lang Burong who come down from the heaven to earth, 

QOý in the form of an a gle hawk. Singa is the King of animals. To make 
Lang be more power ul thus the Than called the most powerful King of the 
spiritual world 91ngalang Burong. In sanscript the word Sangyang means 
holy. u,,,

, ý/_ . ýý . " " " _-.. f it__

Anyway I hope you will cnecK your paper again ano senu tine reviseu
o us 4't your earliest convenience, for inclusion in the 1972 issue copy to-us- 

of the SMJ.

Yours sincerely,

I think that Bragai is burAng gäga'and not kara. Kara is an ara
+raa IN. e ...., rd nvammm lsnm in In ha halranvnlaneý i_A_ fn höhl t: hP G8WA1
V. -. * anG W VS Y 5%7 i 

_ __ 
ýGlt alb Vv Yý. Y. ývay va-w(ý -. v. -v --. ýw -.. - ------- 

Kenyalang and no paying a f ing visit. The word alang has nothing to 
do with Singalang or Kenya g. Singalang means King of birds of the 1

I remember all the beburong discuss ons during the Co erence at 
Kubu Simanggang in 1961 in which every o e said that Nend lives 
(me}aboh) at the end of S. B's house. Her has a bilek but as no ruai as 
the others. Owing to that reason his voice cannot be as effective as the

SMJ if you agree to check it again.

Np wt. ý"ýýy'r 
SARAWAK MUSEUM, 

KUCHING, 
V 

SARAWAK 
r

l 3rd May, 1973.
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Royal Anthropological Institute 
of 

Great Britain and Ireland

Library: 6 Burlington Gardens Administration: 36 Craven Street 
London W1X 2EX London WC2N 5NG 

Telephone: 01 - 734 6370 Telephone: 01 -930 6328/9

IF; r A. Richards 
Centre of South Asian Studies 
Laundress Lane 
CAMBRIDGE

Dear Nr Richards,

28 March 1973

Thank you for submitting your interesting article 
'Iban augury' for our consideration.

The Editorial Board has now discussed your paper 
and regrets that it cannot publish it in its present form 
in Nan. We feel however that it might well be acceptable 
as it stands to one of the two museum journals dealing with 
the area, The Sarawak Museum Journal or the Brunei Museum Journal 

and we strongly recommend that you should submit your article 
to one of these two journals.

With all good wishes.

Lirzi t, . 3 . . ,, r.. 'tý.,. "ý.,,, ý' ýA
d,.. ý ý /"ý.. r-ý. .

Yours sincerely

J`ý ý-,
I. 1i. Lewis 
Icon. Editor, Dian



J50ko N . ý 44" SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL AND AFRICAN S-1 ULAES
(University of London) 

MALET STREET, LONDON, WC1 E 7HP

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY Telegrams: SOASUL, LONDON W. C. l 

Telephone: 01-638 2737/8

ACM/CB 31 October, 1972.

Dear Mr. Richards,

I am no longer t1he editor of 'tan and have 
passed on your manuscript to Professor I. M. Lewis, 
who is the present incumbent. I expect he will get 
in touch with you in due course.

Yours sincerely,

A J. N. Richards Esq., 
Centre of South Asian Studies, 
University of Cambridge, 
Laundress Lane, 
CSI'BRIDG
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27 Ootober 1972

Dear Professor Mayer, 

Several years ago I asked you what kind of material eight be saceptable 
for publication in M. and you replied that I should send in 'anything at 
all'. Now, after a long straggle with a dictionary of Than which is 

virtually complete, I am able to submit the enclosed paper for consideration. 

The paper is built upon the detailed notes of a dozen years ago by 

adding the background description of the family of ,,? , the Kite. It would 
be interesting to follow up Indian parallels, but I have fought shy of the 

research that would be necessary.

Perhaps it ought to be explained that the Than in Sara*ak numbered nearly 
a quarter million at the 1960 Census, or about two fifths of the whole 
population; and that I am not a trained anthropologist, but served in tie 
Sarawak Administration for 26 years, mainly among the Than.

Yours rinaere. ty,



Modern Asian Studies
Published by Cambridge University Press From the Editor

Dr Gordon Johnson 
Trinity College 
Cambridge CB2 1TQ 
England
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