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Concrete strength evaluation traditionally relies on destructive 
compressive testing, which is time-consuming and impractical for 
continuous monitoring. A review of on-going and current research on 
non-destructive testing of concrete is presented. This study 
investigates the use of dielectric permittivity as a non-destructive 
parameter for distinguishing concrete strength grades. Concrete 
samples with varying cement–sand–aggregate–water ratios 
corresponding to C16/20, C20/25, and C25/30 grades were prepared, 
cured, and measured using an open-ended coaxial dielectric probe 
connected to a vector network analyzer at ~2.0 GHz. Results show that 
dielectric permittivity decreases systematically with increasing 
strength grade, reflecting reduced water content and denser 
microstructure. Regression analysis demonstrated that exponential 
models achieved higher accuracy than linear models for concrete 
grades C20/25 and C25/30. The linear regression model is seen to be 
more suited for concrete grade C25/30, possibly due to its initial 
permittivity values are low compared to the other two concrete grades. 
The coefficient of determination, or R2 values for the linear regression 
models are 0.4971, 0.5761, and 0.4932, whereas for the exponential 
regression models are 0.5089, 0.5942, and 0.4757 respectively for the 
three concrete grades C16/20, C20/25, and C25/30. The research 
concludes that the experimental work demonstrated the measured real 
part of the complex permittivity values shows a distinguishable 
difference between each of the concrete grade. The trend in the values 
also show that they decrease drastically in the first 5 days, down to 
almost 50% of their initial measurements. The findings from this 
research have the potential to be investigated further, with the use of 
dielectric permittivity as a parameter to establish a microwave-based 
sensing system for monitoring of concrete samples or structures. 
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1. Introduction 
This research paper presents findings from literature review and results and observations on the experimental 
study on measurements of the dielectric permittivity of concrete, based on several strength grades. The results 
are presented in measurements and plots where an appropriate regression model is used to fit the data obtained. 
Concrete strength is based on the mixture ratios of the materials used to create it, namely cement, sand and 
aggregates, plus water. Three mixture ratios of different concrete grades are used to produce concrete samples 
which are then moulded into cubes for experimental testing and measurement. The data is obtained using a 
dielectric probe in conjunction with a vector network analyzer to read the respective dielectric permittivity values. 
The readings are tabulated and plotted, then analyzed and compared with findings of other studies and research. 
The findings of this experimental work is to be used for the development of a sensor based system which can be 
used as a non-destructive testing method to determine concrete strength. 

1.1 Background on Concrete Use 
Concrete is a material widely used in the construction industry in modern times. The use of concrete can be traced 
back to the earliest human civilizations of the Greek and Roman Empires. Concrete is a composite material which 
is man-made. Typically, concrete is made from a mixture of cement, sand, and aggregates plus water. In modern 
times, the most commonly used concrete type is made from Portland cement. Cement comes from raw materials 
of limestone, clay and chalk that is then combined with other materials such as shale, silicon, sand, iron ore. These 
materials are crushed and grounded and fired in kilns. Then, the mixture is cooled and packed before being sold 
for use. In the local construction industry where concrete is and has been primarily used in buildings and 
structures, the demand for it has been ever increasing as there are more development in the sector in recent times.  

In the local context, particularly the construction industry, the use of concrete is on the rise as the state 
undergoes rapid development and expansion of infrastructure. The use of concrete is expected to rise with the 
rising development. The need to have a method of testing the quality of concrete is seen as important to ensure 
that the infrastructure that are built or constructed would still be of good quality. This means that frequent testing 
of concrete would have to be applied to monitor the concrete quality. The common process for testing concrete is 
known to be a lengthy process, and time-consuming, in addition to the need to use laboratory based equipment 
for testing and measurement standards. In this research, the focus shall be on developing a method for testing 
concrete, which is proposed to be a non-destructive method, and aims to reduce the effort and time taken to 
perform. 

1.2 Concrete Mixtures and Dielectric Permittivity 
The hypothesis for this research study is that the concrete mixtures of varying ratio of materials can have different 
dielectric permittivity when measured. As reviewed in various literature, the concrete mixture is a ratio of cement, 
sand, aggregates and water. Varying the ratio of each of the material shall result in the different strength grade of 
the concrete. As it takes 28 days for concrete to set, which is often called the curing process, the final compressive 
strength that a certain mixture can be reached in four weeks. 

The next method is to also take actual measurements from concrete samples itself. This serves to be the 
baseline data for concrete permittivity that can be used for further research in the future. The use of a dielectric 
probe connected to a network analyzer is able to obtain the dielectric properties for the concrete sample, hence 
both the real and imaginary values of the complex permittivity of the concrete can be measured. 

1.3 Conventional Testing of Concrete Strength 
The quality of concrete is determined by conducting compressive testing on it to obtain its strength value. Test 
samples require the concrete to be cast and moulded into shapes of either cubes, or cylinders. Thereafter, the 
samples are individually put through a machine that compresses the concrete until each of them fails (or breaks), 
as portrayed in Fig. 1.  
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(a) (b) 

Fig. 1 Strength testing on concrete (a) Under compressive test machine; (b) Cube sample after testing [1] 

In the research by Sucharda et al., the authors show that the concrete samples used for testing in their research 
have been damaged i.e. broken after undergoing the compressive tests, [1]. Typically, the testing for the concrete 
strength is done in a laboratory environment. The common sizes and dimensions for the concrete samples are 
cubes with 10 cm or 15 cm sides, whereas for cylinders, they are of height 30 cm x diameter 15 cm. 

2. Literature Review 
There have been several types of research work and studies on the use of non-destructive testing (NDT) methods 
on concrete based materials, such as concrete strength, moisture content, and crack detection. There are many 
methods for NDT concrete testing, but there are challenges with each of them; typically requiring expertise in 
interpretation, analysis and automation in getting the data. While no single technique has been singled out as the 
most effective method, the fact that most are using sensors as the NDT tool which lead to lower monitoring costs 
and minimizing sudden failure accidents, according to Kot et al. [2]. 

2.1 Non-destructive Testing on Concrete 
There are few techniques or methods for non-destructive testing on concrete. One such method uses radar on 
concrete to determine its dielectric properties. In this research, the proposed method of using sub-surface radar 
as an inspection method. The radar can detect reinforcing bars and ducts, voids, cracks and even moisture ingress 
into concrete. Multiple concrete samples of different strength grade levels are experimented on. As a result, the 
observation is that the moisture content affects the concrete permittivity the most. Apart from that, different 
mixture ratios do influence the conductivity of concrete more than on permittivity, according to Soutsos et al. [3]. 

In a research by Fares et al., the authors use capacitive probes as the method to test on concrete samples. The 
capacitive probes are connected to an oscillator, and electrodes are applied to the concrete surface to take 
measurements. The results show that the dielectric permittivity is affected by water content of concrete. Thus, 
there are results obtained using an inversion method to get the permittivity profile of reinforced concrete. The 
inversion process applied use two forms of parametrizations, i.e. discrete and continuous, with reference to the 
research literature by Fares et al., as shown in Fig. 2 [4]. 

 

 

Fig. 2 Use of capacitive probes on concrete sample [4] 

In another study on moisture content of cement based mortar, the NDT test method employs GHz dielectric 
resonator oscillator and horn antennas to demonstrate its viability. The conclusion made in the study is that 
moisture content can be related to the compressive strength of concrete, from the paper by Jusoh et al.; although 
establishing that relationship was not the focus of the study [5]. 
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The following is a study by Vidal et al. uses an encapsulated UHF antenna to monitor concrete, whereby the 
setup is shown in Fig. 3. The measuring systems are connected to the vector network analyzer. 

 

 

Fig. 3 The encapsulated antenna undergoing test [6] 

The image of Fig. 3 is retrieved from the published research study. It also shows the antenna is embedded 
within the concrete to allow for a continuous measurement of temperature and humidity. The antenna itself is 
encapsulated into a casing together with other sensors before being incorporated into the concrete samples. The 
results presented in the paper showed conformity between the simulated and the actual testing of the setup [6]. 

 

 

Fig. 4 Patch antenna placed in a concrete mould [7] 

 
The use of permittivity and/or dielectric properties of concrete as a parameter to establish the relationship 

between their values with concrete strength has been used in several studies. In this particular study by He and 
Lu, shown in Fig. 5, ground penetrating radar is used to test concrete during the curing process, with the dielectric 
value of the material serving as the parameter to establish relationships for concrete strength, and its porosity [8]. 
The findings indicate that the water content in the concrete can be correlated to the dielectric property during the 
curing process. The authors also previously published a study whereby the experiments conducted showed 
dielectric constant is a good non-destructive testing method to evaluate the curing effectiveness of concrete [9]. 
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Fig. 5 Use of ground penetrating radar on concrete sample [8] 

Consequently, the researchers in that study published another paper by Zhong et al., which is on investigating 
the dielectric properties of concrete in relation to the curing process [10]. Their radar system showed that there 
are other factors which may affect their testing results; namely the types of aggregate used, the environment and 
even electromagnetic interference, all of which do warrant further studies. Subsequently, several authors from 
that study [9] continued with further research on properties of asphalt concrete that found the dielectric constant 
of the material will vary when the ratio of the constituents are different [11]. 

In the study by Dinh et al., the researchers conducted microwave dielectric measurements on concrete of 
mixtures on the 28th and 100th day of the curing process [12]. Their findings showed that the mixtures produced 
different real and imaginary values of the dielectric permittivity at various frequencies ranging from 1 GHz to 10 
GHz. They used varying aggregate sizes, water ratios, and curing methods in their research experiments. 

3. Methodology 
The proposed methodology here is to prepare three grades of concrete samples, then use the dielectric probe to 
measure the permittivity for each set of cubes of the grades. After that the concrete samples shall be tested using 
the compressive test machine, whereby the cubes are individually compressed until the point of breaking. This 
corresponds to the compression force in which the concrete can withstand before failing. If the samples have been 
casted from a mixture of known quantity of materials in the correct ratio, then the compressive strength obtained 
from physically breaking the concrete can be expected from the machine. At the same time, the readings from both 
the dielectric probe and the compressive test machine can be correlated, meaning that the permittivity values for 
each concrete grade can be matched to its compressive strength. 

Another possible set of data that can be measured from the dielectric probe is the observation of the trend in 
the change of the permittivity during the concrete curing process. Since it takes 28 days for the concrete to be 
considered fully cured, which is when a mixture reaches its maximum strength, the permittivity of the concrete is 
expected to also decrease from the first day to the 28th day. This downward trend in the permittivity is due to the 
decreasing water content of the concrete as the curing process happens, as mentioned in the paper by Makul [13]. 

In this research, the main focus is to conduct testing, measurements and record data on concrete cubes based 
on the concrete mixtures that have been pre-selected prior, in order to study for possible correlation between the 
dielectric values with the concrete grades respectively. Three concrete mixtures are proposed to be created by 
varying the proportion of its components. There are many grades of concrete based on the commonly used 
standards by the British Standards Institution (2021) [14], and the selection for this research is chosen arbitrarily 
to be of three different grades with varying mixture ratios. There are several research on these grades of concrete, 
albeit focusing on different parameters and outcomes. One research is on the prediction of compressive strength 
of C16/20, C20/25 and C25/30 concrete grades using Adaptive Neuro-Fuzzy Inference System (ANFIS) and 
Artificial Neural Networks (ANN) [15], whereas another one is on the assessment of compressive strength of 
concrete using grades C20/25 and C25/30 [16].  

The proposed mixtures chosen are in-line with concrete grades C16/20, C20/25 and C25/30, which in turn 
correspond to grades of strength values of 20 MPa, 25 MPa, and 30 MPa respectively. The purpose of choosing 
these three grades is based on the individual use case that each grade is meant for. Grade C16/20 is usually used 
non-structural and domestic purposes, whereas grade C20/25 is mainly used in the construction of floors or 
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foundations of structures, and grade C25/30 is used for multi-purpose construction, and mainly for building 
foundations. Table 1 shows a summary of the use cases for the three concrete grades selected. 

Table 1 Concrete grades 
Concrete grade 
(MPa) 

Use case 

C16/20 (20 for cube) non-structural and domestic 
use 

C20/25 (25 for cube) pavements and driveways 
C25/30 (30 for cube) foundations, floors, and stairs 

 
For each grade of the concrete, three samples are made by mixing the various components of cement, sand, 

aggregates and water together and then poured into moulds to form the cubes. The mixture ratio of the 
components determines the concrete grades that are needed. Based on available literature and resources of 
concrete mixture ratios, the proportion of the materials are measured first before being mixed. As each cube is 15 
cm x 15 cm x 15 cm in dimension, the amount of materials needed are calculated beforehand. Thus, for each cube 
it will have a volume of 3375 cm3 or 0.003375 m3. The calculations for the amount of materials needed for the 
components of the concrete are done based on the required mixture ratios of each grade, and they are presented 
in Table 2. 

For concrete grade C16/20, the ratio for the materials is Cement:Sand:Aggregate of 1:1.5:3. Thus, each cube 
requires 1.08 kg of cement, 0.59 kg of water, 1.95 kg of sand, and 3.54 kg of aggregates. As each litre of water is 
equivalent to 1 kg, then the weight of water is equivalent to the volume required. For aggregates, a mixture of 
rocks no larger than 2 cm in size are used. To cater to some allowances, about 10% of materials have been added 
into the calculations for a cube. The weight for each material stated above already includes the extra material 
allowances. Next, to make concrete of grade C20/25, the materials needed are of Cement:Sand:Aggregate of 1:1:2. 
The amount of materials needed are 1.16 kg of cement, 0.59 kg of water, 2.00 kg of sand, and 3.44 kg of aggregates. 
For the third concrete grade option C25/30, the ratio of materials needed is Cement:Sand:Aggregate of 1:0.75:1.5, 
indicating that the amount of materials for a cube are 1.26 kg of cement, 0.59 kg of water, 1.91 kg of sand, and 3.43 
kg of aggregates. Comparing these three concrete grades show that the amount of cement increases as the grade 
number goes up. The amount of water is similar across all three grades, whereas the amount of sand varies 
between the grades, albeit by a small quantity only. The amount of aggregates also decreases slightly as the grade 
number goes up. Overall, the variation of the quantity of each material of the concrete is in line with literature; the 
concrete strength goes up as more cement is added into the mixture, thus providing an increase in strength within 
a similar volumetric measurement. 

Table 2 Concrete mixture materials 
Concrete grade 
(MPa) 

Cement 
(kg) 

Water 
(kg) 

Sand 
(kg) 

Aggregate 
(kg) 

C16/20 (20 for cube) 1.08 0.59 1.94 3.54 
C20/25 (25 for cube) 1.16 0.59 2.00 3.44 
C25/30 (30 for cube) 1.26 0.59 1.91 3.43 

 
To make the concrete cubes for each grade listed above, the amount of materials is measured by weighing 

them one by one before mixing them together into a cement paste. The mixing is done using conventional tools, 
such as buckets and shovel. For small quantities of cement used, this method is the most suitable and does not 
incur a lot of costs, or use heavy equipment such as a cement mixing machine. Moreover, accurate measurements 
for the amount or quantities of each material can be done more accurately to produce the cube samples. Once the 
cement paste is produced, it is poured into the cube moulds. Each grade has three cubes being made. In line with 
industry practice of testing concrete strength, three cubes are required to have a reliable average measurement 
for the strength. If one of the cubes has defects or sustained failure, then the average strengths of two cubes would 
still be valid. Using three test cubes provides statistical reliability and quality control. 

After the concrete cube samples are made, they are left to set overnight. The following day, the mould is 
opened and the cube is taken for measurements. A dielectric probe is used to measure the dielectric values from 
each cube. The dielectric probe is connected to a vector network analyzer. For each cube, readings are taken from 
3 of the 6 faces and recorded. This process is repeated over a period of 28 days. Once the readings and 
measurements are recorded, the data is analyzed to review the pattern of the dielectric values from the concrete 
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over the period taken from casting until fully cured. This corresponds to the 28 days mentioned, as typically in the 
industry, that is the amount of time taken for concrete to reach its maximum strength. Fig. 6 shows the concrete 
samples on the first day after being created in the moulds. 

 

   
(a) (b) (c) 

 
(d) 

Fig. 6 Concrete cube moulds (a) C16/20 mixture; (b) C20/25 mixture; (c) C25/30 mixture; (d) A set of 3 cubes 

 
The dielectric probe is connected to a vector network analyzer and the output of each reading is saved onto a 

connected USB drive as a Comma Separated Values (CSV) text file. The flowchart in Fig. 7 summarizes the overall 
methodology in this research. It covers the preparation of the concrete samples based on the specified grades, the 
data collection process by taking measurements and readings using the dielectric probe, the analysis of data and 
the establishment of a regression model before presenting the findings, observations and comparisons. 
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Fig. 7 Flowchart of the overall methodology 

4. Results and Discussions 
The process of collecting the measurements revolves around taking the dielectric readings from the concrete 
cubes daily from all the faces of the cube, and averaging the multiple readings before plotting out the data. The 
selected frequency for the dielectric measurements is selected to be as close as possible to 2.0 GHz based on an 
earlier simulation and modelling study conducted by the authors of the parametric study from this research paper 
[17]. 

For taking the readings, a dielectric probe connected to a vector network analyzer is used. Placing the probe 
directly onto the surface of the concrete cube allows the dielectric value of the material to be measured. This is 
demonstrated in Fig. 8. 

 

  
(a) (b) 

Fig. 8 Dielectric probe in use to take permittivity measurements (a) From the top; (b) From the side 
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4.1 Results and Analysis 
Each reading produces a standard CSV file which shows the frequency sweep, together with the information of the 
dielectric real permittivity εr', imaginary permittivity εr'', and loss tangent tan δe values, as shown in Fig. 9. The 
value on each face is averaged out over 5 readings. For each cube, 3 arbitrarily selected faces are chosen for the 
readings. During the 28 days, the key data points are those on the 1st, 7th day, 14th day, 21st day and 28th day as 
they correspond to the standard testing process for compressive machine testing of concrete samples. The data is 
then plotted to be studied, and observations are made on the trend and differences between each set of samples.  

Essentially, the data collected comes from measurements conducted in accordance with this sampling 
method: 

• 3 cubes of each concrete grade are created 
• Dielectric measurements are taken from 3 faces of each concrete cube  
• 5 readings are taken for each concrete cube face   
• Readings are taken on the 1st, 7th day, 14th day, 21st day and 28th day 
• Readings are averaged out for each cube 
 

 

Fig. 9 A CSV file of the measurements taken by the probe 

The plots for the real permittivity over the period of 28 days show a decreasing trend in the value, starting 
high and reduces over time, as shown in Fig. 10. There is a variation between each of the concrete grade as the 
concrete cures over time. It is observed that during the first 5 days, the real permittivity has a significant decrease 
in value to almost 50% of the initial measurements. Thereafter, the values slowly decreases until around the 
period of 21 days. After that, in the last 7 days, the real permittivity of each concrete grade sample remains almost 
in the same ranges. 
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Fig. 10 Real permittivity vs day 

 
In terms of the imaginary permittivity, there is also a downward trend from the first day until the last day the 

measurements are taken, as shown in Fig. 11. However, there appears not to be a distinguishing difference 
between the three grades of the concrete samples, unlike the real permittivity plot. The same is observed for the 
loss tangent plot too, as in Fig. 12. 

 

 

Fig. 11 Imaginary permittivity vs day 
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Fig. 12 Loss tangent vs day 

 
Two types of regression model are applied to the plots of the real permittivity values for all the three grades 

of concrete. The respective regression equations (1), (2) and (3) for the linear model are for concrete grades 
C16/20, C20/25 and C25/30 respectively. 

 
 
Concrete grade C16/20: 

𝜀𝜀′𝑟𝑟 = −0.1064 ⋅ 𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷 + 7.1243, 𝑅𝑅2 = 0.4971 (1) 
Concrete grade C20/25: 

𝜀𝜀′𝑟𝑟 = −0.1179 ⋅ 𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷 + 7.3098, 𝑅𝑅2 = 0.5761 (2) 
 
Concrete grade C25/30: 

𝜀𝜀′𝑟𝑟 = −0.0728 ⋅ 𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷 + 6.4035, 𝑅𝑅2 = 0.4932 (3) 
 
Subsequently, the regression equations for the exponential model for concrete grades C16, C20 and C25 are 

in equations (4), (5) and (6) respectively. 
 
Concrete grade C16/20: 

𝜀𝜀′𝑟𝑟 = 7.026 ∗ 𝑒𝑒−0.01739⋅𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷, 𝑅𝑅2 = 0.5089 (4) 
Concrete grade C20/25: 

𝜀𝜀′𝑟𝑟 = 7.267 ∗ 𝑒𝑒−0.01956⋅𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷, 𝑅𝑅2 = 0.5942 (5) 
Concrete grade C25/30: 

𝜀𝜀′𝑟𝑟 = 6.460 ∗ 𝑒𝑒−0.01393⋅𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷, 𝑅𝑅2 = 0.4757 (6) 
 
The linear regression model is shown in the plot of Fig. 13, and the exponential regression model is shown in 

the plot of Fig. 14. 
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Fig. 13 Linear regression of real permittivity 

 
 

 

Fig. 14 Exponential regression of real permittivity 

 
Next the R2 values for both models are compared across the three concrete grades. This is tabulated in Table 

3. Overall, it can be seen that the exponential regression model is more suitable for all three grades as the R2  
values are higher. For concrete grade C16/20, the exponential regression model can fit the decaying values of the 
real permittivity better as compared to the linear regression model. The same can be applied to concrete grade 
C20/25, where the model has a fit with a higher R2. For concrete grade C25/30, it may be seen that the linear 
regression model is more suitable. This may be due to the initial measured permittivity values starting lower as 
compared to that of concrete grades C16/20 and C20/25. Concrete of higher strength grades have a lower initial 
permittivity value compared to the grades that are lower. This observation can also be seen in the results 
presented in the research by Lai et al. [18]. Overall, for two of the concrete grades used in the experiments of this 
study, the exponential regression model is more suited. Further measurements on other concrete grades can be 
proposed to be conducted in order to evaluate their regression models too. Based on the findings of this research, 
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for the correlation between dielectric properties of concrete and the compressive strength, an exponential 
regression model can be applied to estimate the real part of the permittivity during the curing process of the 
concrete. 

Table 3 R2 values for linear and exponential regression models 
Concrete 
grade 

Linear R2 Exponential 
R2 

C16/20 0.497116 0.508881 
C20/25 0.576109 0.594166 
C25/30 0.493225       0.475745 

 

4.2 Discussions of Findings 
The results from the experiments and measurements indicate similar findings as the findings from Zhong et al., 
whereby their experiment on concrete compressive strength based on dielectric properties uses varying water to 
cement ratios during the preparation of their concrete samples [10]. However, the researchers are using concrete 
designed based on the standards of their own country for the experiment. Similar comparisons can also be made 
to the paper by Lai et al., whereby the authors experimented with light-weight and normal aggregate concrete, 
with the use of ground penetrating radar [18]. Their study showed that the permittivity values for their concrete 
mixtures also started high and have steep decline in the initial 20 days and gradually slowed to a steady value 
from 30 days onwards. Besides the effects of the types of aggregates used in the mixture for concrete, another 
research paper also investigated the effects of sand in the mixture ratios of concrete samples to Zhong et al. [19]. 
The authors found that the amount of sand used can also affect the dielectric properties of the concrete. 

Therefore, a model for determining the concrete strength using the real part of the dielectric permittivity can 
be established to predict the compressive strength of concrete samples can be established in future work. Sensors 
can be designed to be used as a non-destructive testing method instead using a machine to test the concrete 
samples physically, as presented in this paper by Al–Mattarneh et al. [20]. The sensor used by the authors tracked 
the reflection coefficient values of the concrete, also during the curing process of the concrete. The values also 
show the decline is steeper during the first two weeks as compared to the last two weeks. Such sensors are suitable 
for use when on-site testing is not possible or when access to a compressive testing machine is not available. What 
is notable from the studies [18] and [20] above, is that the trend of the values measured follows a similar pattern 
to the measurements conducted under this research. The other studies use concrete mixtures of different 
constituents and materials such as silica fume, granite as aggregates, or steel fiber. These materials do affect the 
overall dielectric value when measured using a dielectric probe. The observation on the trend of the dielectric 
permittivity measurements do reflect the trend, as previously shown in Fig. 10 and Fig. 11 respectively. Structural 
health monitoring is an example of such application of using sensors in the non-destructive testing of concrete 
samples [21].  

As a comparison to current methods of non-destructive testing that are in use, namely ultrasonic pulse 
velocity (UPV) test or rebound hammer test, the measurements of dielectric permittivity can be faster as it only 
requires 1 probe and readings can be obtained upon placement on the surface of the material. UPV testing 
sometimes require the extraction of the concrete samples from structural elements, which may imply the testing 
process is semi-destructive, as presented in this research [22]. As for the rebound hammer test, there could be 
factors which can affect the accuracy of the testing results, such as concrete surface moisture content, specimen 
size, or temperature, as observed in this research [23]. A summary of the comparison between this research and 
the UPV test, and rebound hammer test methods for non-destructive testing on concrete is shown in Table 4. 

Table 4 A comparison of dielectric permittivity measurement with ultrasonic pulse velocity [22] and rebound 
hammer [23] testing methods on concrete 

Testing Method Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity Rebound Hammer Dielectric Permittivity  
(this research) 

Advantage Typically used in laboratory 
testing of concrete samples 

Uses the correlation 
between the hardness of 

the material, e.g. concrete 
with its destructive 

strength 

Use of dielectric 
measurements to 

determine concrete 
strength (sensor based) 
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Testing Method Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity Rebound Hammer Dielectric Permittivity  
(this research) 

Drawback Concrete samples need to 
be extracted from 

structural elements, can be 
considered as a semi-

destructive test 

Many factors can affect the 
accuracy of the testing 

outcome, such as concrete 
surface moisture content, 

specimen size, or 
temperature 

Proposed method needs 
further research and testing 
to determine its potential as 

an alternative non-
destructive testing method 

for concrete strength 
 
Future study and research on concrete strength determination using the dielectric permittivity 

measurements can extend from the findings of this paper. The authors propose an antenna based system that is 
able to predict the concrete strength based on the dielectric effects on an microstrip patch antenna, which has 
been modelled and simulated in a prior parametric study research [17]. 

5. Conclusion 
In conclusion, this paper presented the findings of the experimental research work on the measurement of 
dielectric permittivity of concrete samples using three different mixture ratios which correspond to three grade 
strengths, C16/20, C20/25 and C25/30. Each concrete grade sample is measured to have a different dielectric 
permittivity value and the real part of the complex permittivity value shows a decreasing trend when observed 
for 28 days, during which the concrete samples undergo the curing process. This research also proposes two 
regression models to be evaluated on their suitability in fitting to the plots for the dielectric values. The findings 
from this experimental work can further support the implementation and design of a system to determine the 
compressive strength of concrete based on readings of dielectric permittivity. In this paper, the literature review 
is also done on several on-going and current research on non-destructive testing of concrete. As a summary, the 
paper has presented the following: 

• A review of on-going and current research on non-destructive testing of concrete 
• An experimental work on measuring the dielectric permittivity of concrete samples 
• An analysis of the data collected from the readings and measurements of three concrete grade samples 
• Proposed a linear and an exponential regression model to the data plots of the concrete permittivity  
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