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his personality so that I can pass the information to

his nephew.

I don't have access to the Sarawak Gazette

here but did Hugh Cutfield write some articles on the

7 Srus? Of course, I may be mistaken.

Thanks once again for your card.
embarrassed for not writing,
tremendous help to me.

With best wishes

N amahbh

Please do not feel

you've already been a
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31 January 1994

N g 99

Mr A J N Richards
Brambles
Harshel Court
arh'nq 4o

Grove
Cambridge CBl1 4UB

Dear Mr Richards

Thank you very much for your lovely New Year card and
for kindly congratulating me on getting the PhD. I hope
both you and Daphne are having a good 1994.

I visited Kuching last month and stayed for nearly 3
weeks. I was mainly based at the Sarawak Museum, trying
to collect additional material for the revision of my
thesis. I hope eventually to publish the thesis. Bob
Reece's book on the Datu Bandar is now on sale. I wonder
if you've seen Peter Kedit's new book, Iban
Bejalai(Sarawak Literary Society, 1993). The Sarawak
Literary Society seems to be doing a lot of projects on
the Iban. If I'm not mistaken they plan to send a
delegation to the Borneo Reseéarch Council conference in
Pontianak this July.

I haven't found permanent employment as yet and at the
moment I'm teaching part-time in a secondary school.
I've just finished co-writing an article on Robert Burns
who was briefly an adventurer in Borneo in the 1840s.
I'm also keen to find out more about the descent of
Sarawak Arabs, particularly the Syeds eg the Al-
Edrus(the late Tuanku Bujang) and the Barakbah(Wan Ali
Tuanku Ibrahim) families. I understand that Wan Ali's
forefather married the daughter of Abang Aing. Would you
have any information on the Arabs in Sarawak?

I've recently started corresponding with David Cutfield
of New Zealand. His father, Arthur Cutfield, served in
Sarawak as an Administrative Officer between 1904-08. He
initially wrote to me asking for information about his
father. I was able to give him his father's service
history and also a copy of the correspondence between
his father and Rajah Charles Brooke. His uncle was Hugh
Cutfield, who served from 1920 until his death during
the Japanese occupation. At the moment I have
information pertaining to Cutfield's service, mainly on
his service history. I wonder if you still remember Hugh
Cutfield and if you could let me know something about
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I have never really made any connections between the Tuanku and Wan people
of today and their ancestors/predecessors who were all known as jSharif in the
1840s. Sharif Masahor, for instance, was closely associated ("owned"?) sarikeix
with sarikei and with Sebuyau -- which is said to be full of Tuanku and Wan.
The Sadong (3imunjan and, I expect, Gedong)was ruled by a Tuanku who came from
Trengganu. There are probably connections northwards to Patani and beyond.
There must be connections with other Borneo ports/kingdoms, and, likely with the
nearest coasts of Java and Sumatra, and Johore. The migration route probably came
from the liiddle kast by way of western India (old centres like surat for instance).

CUTFIELD. Furopean blood crops up in all sorts of places. A distinguished
Malay (Abang, perhaps Tuanku}) who ruled Baram for many years, Zin Galau --
had blue eyes. When asked how he got them, his reply was "Have you ever heard
of 5ir Henry Keppel and the Dido?" Another officer, Abang Ahmad of Jimanggang,
who was with me at sarikei long ago, also had blue-grey cyes. He said he was
descended, on the distaff side, from from lir steele of Kanowit. In 1859 Fox
and Steele were murdered at Kanowit: steele's "wife" -- Iban I think, who was
pregnant, fled and got safe to Simanngang, where she was taken in by lalays
and married one of them..

But Cutfield! see Descent Book pages 23 and 24. oJome slight amends may
be made for my tardy reply to your letter kyx by the fact that I have unearthed
a photograph of Cutfi#2d. It is marked that he was Resident Second Division,
and the photo was taken at the Kuching Races in 1939. Pure chance -- the only
other such is of Le Gros Clarke. Cutfield was gone from Simanggang by the autumn
of 1941 when I was transferred to Betong. Arundell took hia place. Vhen or
vhere in 1941 Cutfield was killed, I do not know. - forgotten. I have not
got the negative, and it would be a tricky and c<xpensive job to make prints if
I had (nobod: wants to know about black-and-white these days) so I have made
xerox copies, sending several, because 8 xerox of a xerox ies rarely, if ever,
any good. He probably kept ponies, as Macpherson and others did: there are
bridle-paths (the "long hound" and the "Short Kound", etc.) made hmwt between
Simanggang and Sabu, between the main road and the Undup. I opened them up
apain when I was Resident of Simanggange=i.e. = at my instancel

I am sorry that I cannot say anything more of Cutfield: I only met him briefly
when I was a very new recruit and he was not my immediate superior. The kajsh
was a Cadet in Simanggang in 1913, end regarded the place and the second Livision
as his own particular province. He must have had a pretty high opinion of
Cutfield to put him in charge of it. I don'T know if Dayang I1jah was really
Malay (of the Abang families who migrated from Pontianak up theKapuas and into
Sarawak by Lubok Antu, to meet their '"cousins" the Abang families of 2nd Division),
or an Iban adopted by Malayss: nor whether Umi is the same pereon under her Iban
name or someone different. There was a much respected Dayang Umi living in her
own house in Kuching in 19%39«40, but I never investigeted and have forgotten

anything I heard about her. sammy Blaydes, born 1904, was a very senior "dresser"
(officer in the Medical Service) in my time, like Tommy Attenborough, who was also
Rurasian, and likewise without formal medical qualifications, was in charge of
Simanggang Hospital in 1941. I think I bumped into Nency and lelen once at
Kuching airport, where they were working as Customs Officers, but I do not know
which year it was (1980¢%7). I only know of the son of Page Turner, priest at

Nort on, because Jim Anderson's daughter told us, after her mother wps

Puri® e by hime, last March.

Yhen you have completed researches on the Tuanku/Wan families and their
origins (worth another proper book?), you might well get involved in unrevelling
the descen s of the various EBurasian families. There will be surprises =- I once
met a young man called Lange -- origin a mystery, until I learned that a Jwedish
or Danish man of that name had been secretary to the Jeco d tajah! The surname of ter
disappears (where the line is carried by daughters and there are no sons) and then
it is a watter of appearances (like blue eyes) and askin potentially impertinent

questions. Also, some children were adopted by Malay or other fnidlies 4o the
name is lost, except in the privacy of their own femiliev. I can probably give you
more on this subject if you come to deal with it, and I survive lon, encugh.

Again - congratulations on the job. Let thesic pudlicatior ocommencel

and with all od wishes p
€0 w C?
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Bank PO Box 112

Canons House
Canons Way

Bristol
BS99 7LB
A J N Richards Esq
Ambleside
Lowfields

Little Eversden
Cambridge CB3 7HJ

/

qévember 1992
/
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/
/
/
/

Dear Mr Richards /

I am enclosing your copy of ou revised personal customer
tariff which will come into effect in January 1993.

/

There is no change to the térms of Classic Account, but we
have taken the opportunity to simplify the charges for
transactions on the standard Current Account. Most other
charges are unchanged, but those which have been adjusted
are clearly identified.

May I recommend that you keep this leaflet for future
reference.

Yours sincerely

G.0. Solomon
Senior General Manager

P.S. I am also pleased to be able to send you a copy of
"News from Lloyds Bank," which talks about some of the
changes we are making as we do our best to serve you
better. I hope you find it of interest.

ds Bank Pic is registered in England 1
Registered office: 71 Lombard Street, London ECIP 3BS

Member of IMRO 00 14 1588 J0-91-84 NP 002090092
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Dear Naimah,

Your letter of 31 January 1994 still remains unanswered. I am very sorry:
but to get rid of the explanation first === In Jamuary 1 twisted a muscle in my
back. I was given pills which did no good == the injury was worse than it seemed,
and the result was agony. I finally got referred to a physiotherapist and that
did the trick, though it took a long time I was lucky to be put in the hands of
the Number Two at the hospital == who has a high reputation,almost totally blind
but skilled =~ and no nonsense. This led to the appearance of a maddening itching
eczema in February, which crept all over -- just about -- and nobody se med xa able
to find the cause or cure of that. Tried a herbalist -=- all long term and, I suspec
largely experimental. Now I've been given something a bit mor promising by the
old Folish doctor = the founder of the local team -- and 1 am a little more
hopeful. All this time, of course, I couldn't settle to anything, or read more
than a few paragraphs at a time. Yours is only one of several letters long
overdue for a arswers. But enough of that.

. Vic Porritt tells me of the job you have now got =- congratulations! The
waiting without one is so horrible - though my spell of that was long ego, I
still remember it. How lucky you are, to spend three weeks in Kuching! 1I have
not seen Reece's book on the Datu Bandar, nor Peter Kedit's. I am not in touch
with the Sarawak Literary Society or its publications.

Descent of the Sarawak Arabs. A history of that would be most interesting.
I knew & number of them, of Course =- including Tuanku Bujang -- as an Bujang
before the Jap. llar, and afterwards in Simanggang as '"my" District Officer of
Jimamggang. Abang Aing belonged to the big Abang family of the Second Division.
The 5'gang Malay School was named after him.. A great favourite of the kajah, and
as a result somewhat looked down on by other Abang Malays in the area. His
gaining a connexion with the superior princely Tuanku famnily wes regarded as
a2 piece of social climbingmuch to be deploredl

I enclosef several xerox sheets relating to these faw Arab families They are
from my "Descents Book", which started when I got hold of the 5ilah-silah of
the family (from about 16 generations ago) == see 5 k. Mus. Jnl. XI Nos. 21-22,
1963, pp 99-107, and the piece xmxixkmxitxf by sandin in the next issue, Nos 23-24
Ppe 942-515 Back in thoce days, so long ago, Nobody was supposed to know anything

‘ except Tom Harrisson, and was certeinly not to meddle with the saribas (by which

was normally meant the Pakue- nearly all the inte esting stuff Clifford sather is
publishing followe on the Sanding tradition and is again almost entirely limited
to the Paku.

Of course, I branched out a bit later -- and started recoding descents of
other Malays, Ibans, Eurasians =- however scrappy, Just as they ceme my way.
The sheets I enoloses- 12, 15, 23, 24, 34, 41, 50,52, 55, 54, 55« Nos 23 and 24
are not Tuanku ones, but kurasian (Cutfield, etc.). I think & copy of the early
collection (Pages 1-55) was deposited in the Jarawak suseum. (There are now T4 pages
mostly Iban).. I don't think this is any use to you for tracing the history
of these people:t who were the original migrants to Jaravak,/Bornev, and where
from? But it might afford sterting joints for questionse- showing that you know
gsomething already and are trying to add to it. People are more likely to tell imx
you things then; but if you appear to know nothing they will suspect pou may
be asking out of idle curiosity and write you off as impertinent.

Thirty or forty yoars ago I met in Kuching a Tuamku Hussein, who was an agent
or organiser of of pilgrims to Mecca. He showed me his silah-s1loh which shoved
connections with important families in Fontianak, Janbas etc., and vell as the
Saravak and Kuching ones. I took no notes at the time. I think he neid it was
deposited (a copy?) in the Majlis Islem in Kuching. I remember th+ "$rae® was
arranged so that Members of e® generation were named in a verticsl column, with
horizontal lines joining them to their descendants in the next column +n the right.
I think thisc method saves space and is better than the 'trees! arrargement commuon
here, and which 1 adopted in my 'Dtncﬂntd\ﬁonk'.

:
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